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 Next stop, final proof of life on Mars 
 
This week Nasa is sending a probe to the red planet designed 

to give definitive answers to the big question of space 
Sue Nelson 
 
     At 5.35am local time next Friday, a Nasa spacecraft named 

Phoenix is set to blast off from Cape Canaveral in Florida 
and begin a 423m-mile journey across the solar system. 
After travelling through space for 10 months, it is hoped 
that Phoenix will finally be able to answer one of science’s 
biggest questions by discovering once and for all whether 
life ever existed on Mars. 
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