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Another Definition….

“Research is the transformation of money into 
Knowledge…..

… Innovation is the transformation of that 
knowledge back into money.”

Geoffrey Nicholson, 3M





Anticipated commitments in priority areas, during 2014-15
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groups approach



New Structure in place

Supporting a simplified post-Dowling approach 



A Completely New Context

Secretary of State for:
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy:
• Energy
• Industrial Strategy
• Cities & Regions

Minister of State for:
Universities, Science, Research & Innovation
• Continuity

• Higher Education & Research Bill
• UKRI moving ahead

• John Kingman
• CEO recruitment

• Brexit Referendum outcome to leave the EU
• Theresa May as new Prime Minister

• New Departments
• New appointments
• New policies 



But a plan to deliver …

.. and a case to make for 
Increased innovation investment



Confidence in our ability to deliver



Autumn Statement



Prime Minister at CBI
Annual Conference 2016

Official Sensitive

“A new Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund will direct some of 
that investment to scientific research and the development of a 
number of priority technologies in particular, helping to address 
Britain’s historic weakness on commercialisation and turning our 
world-leading research into long-term success.”

[Industrial Strategy is about] “creating the conditions where 
winners can emerge and grow. It is about backing those winners 
all the way to encourage them to invest in the long-term future of 
Britain. And about delivering jobs and economic growth to every 
community and corner of the country.”



Chancellor’s
Autumn Statement 2016

Official

“Mr Speaker, we do not invest enough in research, development and innovation.
As the pace of technology advances and competition from the rest of the world 
increases, we must build on our strengths in science and tech innovation to ensure 
the next generation of discoveries is made, developed and produced in Britain.
So today I can confirm the additional investment in R&D, rising to an extra £2 billion 
per year by 20-21, announced by my Right Honourable Friend, the Prime Minister on 
Monday.”

Gov.uk: some of the things we’ve announced (#16)
• £2 billion more per year in research and development funding by 2020-21
• A major increase in research and development funding for universities and 

businesses with R&D projects to help the UK remain an attractive place for 
businesses to invest in innovative research.

• This will back scientific research and development of technologies such as 
robotics, artificial intelligence and industrial biotechnology.



Research and development in
Autumn Statement 2016 (1 of 2)

Official



Research and development in
Autumn Statement 2016 (2 of 2)

Official



Autumn Statement 2016 
National Productivity Investment Fund (NPIF)

Official
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What this is for…..

Source: Richard Jones, 2015 - Business, Innovation and 
Skills Committee Productivity Plan Inquiry





https://scienceogram.org/blog/2016/11/autumn-statement-2bn-research-npif/

What this means…..

https://scienceogram.org/blog/2016/11/autumn-statement-2bn-research-npif/


Turn scientific excellence into economic impact 

Scale up high-potential businesses into highly-productive, mid-
sized companies

Build innovation excellence throughout the UK

Develop Catapults at the heart of a high-impact national 
innovation network

Find new ways of funding innovation

Our 5-point plan



Sector Groups

Emerging and Enabling Technologies

Emerging Technologies, Space, Digital, Electronics, 
Photonics, Sensors, Robotics and Autonomous Systems, 
Design, Creative Economy, Open (former “Smart”/KTP)

Health and Life Sciences

Health, Healthcare, Agriculture & Food, Biosciences

Infrastructure Systems 

Energy, Transport, Future Cities, Urban Living

Manufacturing and Materials

High Value Manufacturing, Advanced Materials (including 
nanotechnology)



Funding: simpler competitions

• Two Foundation Competitions in each sector group 

• Each open to a much wider range of applications 

• Two ‘Open Programmes’ rounds per year - for 
applications from any technology area or sector.

• Plus open knowledge transfer competitions (KTP)

• And continued competitions delivered in partnership 
with other organisations



New simplified Foundation Competitions

Foundation Competitions “Open” dates

Manufacturing and Materials Nov’16 

Open Dec’16

Infrastructure Systems Jan’17

Health and Life Sciences Feb’17

Emerging and Enabling Technologies Oct’16* & Mar’17

*Registration closes Noon on 30th Nov, submission deadline is noon 7th December



Projected expenditure 2016/17 (Pre-AS)

Official Sensitive



Summary

• Lots of change:

– Brexit

– Machinery of Government

– UKRI

• SIMPLER ?



A glimpse for the Future
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